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Abbe Museum Receives Significant Grant from  

the Institute of Museum and Library to Support Decolonization Efforts 

 
BAR HARBOR, ME — Today, the Institute of Museum and Library Services announced that the Abbe 

Museum is a recipient of a Museums for America (MFA) grant in the amount of $169,070. 

With this funding, the staff of the Abbe Museum will continue to decolonize its museum practice, 

informed by Wabanaki people, and develop the Museum Decolonization Institute (MuseDI) to share its 

process and understanding with others. The Museum will establish a methodology and practice group to 

inform and guide the project which will consist of museum professionals and expert advisors, cultural 

anthropologists, decolonization practitioners, community of practice experts, and evaluators. A 

community of practice will provide a forum for sharing, changing, and collaborating on decolonizing 

museum practices to better the museum's relationships with Wabanaki people and to do the same for 

peer museums working with tribal communities. The Institute will create and test an assessment tool 

and develop curriculum; develop and deliver an onsite workshop format; and produce webinars and 

ongoing curriculum resources to workshop participants. The project will support the museum's position 

as a teaching and inquiry-focused institution for decolonizing public approaches to documenting and 

interpreting Native American history and experience. 

According to Abbe President and CEO Cinnamon Catlin-Legutko, “With this grant award, the Abbe is 

making another step toward fulfilling our vision to reflect and realize the values of decolonization in all 

of its practices, working with the Wabanaki Nations to share their stories, history, and culture with a 

broader audience. We know that museum practitioners are eager to learn from the examples we set 

here and when we lean in and share this work, we can support museum workers as they begin to make 

change and align with the wishes and needs of Indigenous people. And, we know that we have a great 

deal to learn – this project will help us find our blind spots and help us continue to build community 

spaces that are inclusive and meaningful to Wabanaki people.” 

Museums for America is the Institute's largest discretionary grant program for museums, and supports 

projects that strengthen the ability of an individual museum to serve its public. MFA has three project 

categories: 
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 Learning Experiences: Supports the unique ability of museums to open the door to meaningful 

knowledge and enhanced inquiry skills for people of all ages and backgrounds through multi-

sensory learning, discovery, critical thinking, and problem solving. 

 Community Anchors: Promotes the role of museums as essential partners in addressing the 

needs of their communities by leveraging their expertise, knowledge, physical space, 

technology, and other resources to identify and implement solution 

 Collections and Stewardship: Supports the exemplary management, care, and conservation of, 

as well as broad access to and use of museum collections. 

This year IMLS received 472 applications for Museums for America. 133 projects will be funded with a 

total of $19,931,618. Institutions receiving the awards are matching them with $27,703,523 in non-

federal funds. 

About the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation's 

libraries and museums. We advance, support, and empower America’s museums, libraries, and related 

organizations through grantmaking, research, and policy development. Our vision is a nation where 

museums and libraries work together to transform the lives of individuals and communities. To learn 

more, visit www.imls.gov. 

About the Abbe Museum 
 
The mission of the Abbe Museum, Maine’s first and only Smithsonian Affiliate is to inspire new learning 

about the Wabanaki Nations with every visit. With two locations – in downtown Bar Harbor and inside 

Acadia National Park at Sieur de Monts Spring – the Abbe works closely with the Wabanaki people to 

share their stories, history, and culture with a broader audience. With a collection of over 70,000 

archaeological, historic, and contemporary objects, the Museum's collections conservation program is 

recognized nationally as a model for museums. The Abbe also holds the world’s largest and best-

documented collection of Maine Native American basketry. 
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